


















































































First, he needed weapons, which were abundantly available at the 
Arsenal. Second, he needed a way to alert slaves throughout the 
Sooth that an earnest attack on slavery had begun, so that they 
could be prepared to join him when the time came. Third, he needed 
to alert his Northern supporters that the campaign was uuder way, 
*° >he> could send men and supplies to him. Brown planned to stay 
in Harpers Ferry just long enough to accomplish those three missions, 
then he and his band would retreat into the mountains behind the 
Arsenal.'* 

Once in the mountains. Brown planned to set up a camp with the 
•**1 (roup o( men which he had with him. The best of them would 
he war down at night to plantations in the area to encourage 
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the raid, and had contributed some money to him, but he knew 
nothing of the plans for Harpers Ferry. When news of the raid 
reached Concord, Thoreau immediately wrote a eulogy of Brown 
called 'A Plea for Captain John Brown." He read the eloquent speech 
in Concord and Boston, although he faced considerable opposition, 

a public statement praising the raid as a meritorious act, calling 
it 'the best news America has ever had.” For the rest of his life 
he considered Brown a true Transcendentalist, a man who followed 
the voice within him even though it led him into battle with the 


""P" .1™ c.ncnmn snarcu t norcau s enthusiasm tor the raid, 

I’t many of the tame reasons. He wrote that “John Brown was an 
<deah« He believed in his ideas to that extent that he existed 
to pul them all into action.”" William Lloyd Garrison, editor 
■* the Ijbrrator. initially referred lo the raid as the ‘well-intended 
i~-t udly misguided clfurt of Captain John Brown." But even 
Gamw. , dedicated pacifist, endorsed the raid in a speech at 
Tcm P* c ln Boston on the day of Brown’s execution. Garri- 















































































